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PHILOSOPHY 

 

‘Our relations with other animals is full of 

contradictions. Ranging from love to cruelty. Maarten 

Reesink delivers a beautiful overview of our attempts 

to improve it. – Frans de Waal 

Our knowledge of animals had been limited to Biology 

studies for centuries, describing the lives of species. 

Animal behavior was seen as the result of instinct. And 

animal intelligence was inferior, and without much 

evidence we assumed that animals are without 

emotions. For centuries, our relation with animals was 

completely hierarchical, we determined what we did 

with them. This was not a problem, since they would 

not respond and would hardly resist. 

The philosophical and legal consequences to 

consider animals as individuals 

The world has changed. Animals turned out to have language, culture, ideas, and feelings 

too. Many people would consider their dog or cat as part of the family, why would the 

same not apply to cows, chickens, elephants, and dolphins? What are the philosophical 

and legal consequences of such a question? What if all animals – including the non-human 

animals – are individuals and have a bio-graphy as well as a bio-logy. 

Introduction to Human-Animal Studies with new insights from various fields 

Manimal is an introduction into the fast growing field of Human-Animal Studies, which 

assembles insights from various disciplines like, philosophy, art, sociology, law, biology, 

and more. This book teaches you to look at animals with a different view, the view of an 

animal person. 
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